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Write your
congressman

As vou may remember, [ wrotea r:'u]umn re-
cently on the lack of reasonably priced guah-
ty health insurance not being made available
o the thousands of North Carolinians all
across our state affected by plant elosures and
downsizing due to products being manufac-
tured overseas, | ended my column wij:h s
question posed to all our North E‘mluu:'l legis-
lators because they are the only body of peo-
ple who can lobby for change: since them’sg
law mandating that prisoners receive quality

care while incarcerated, why isn’t there a law

mandating that all North Carolina residepts

receive quality care no matter what the cir-

cumstances? Tn my column, 1 alzo promised to
“write to every single legislator.

Tdidn't forget. For the past week, I've been
burning the midnight oil mail-
rherging a letter using wonder-
fil Microsoft Word fo our 117
assemblypersons, 51 state sen-
ators, 13 0.8, congressmen and
pongresswomen, and 2 0.8, sen-
ators, for a total of 183 elected
officials. Including a copy of
my column of Feb6, Tended

Asl my letter with: “T appeal to you
ag an elected legislator within
[ this great state to do every-
see.il thing poasible to ensure that
all Morth Carolinians have the
Peg DeMarco o0 tunity to secure reason-
able and appropriate hqfl_]m
coverage for themselves and their families.
This letter is being sent to every legislator
that represents North Carolina and responses
will be gathered by myself and submitted to
the newspaper so that the people may he hept
informed. Our textile and furniturgindus-
tries have suffered with closingsand d:DWIlSl:dr
ings and too many people argnRow left i nhless
and without health care pet to take quick and
dramatic action. Wontyou please help us by
leading a crusade to make right this terrible
wrong within our state and our nation?”

Let's see what kind of responses we get from
the 143 legislators from all over the state. Tm
hoping I'll have something positive to report

back to you.
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i bers, e-mail addresses and oceupations.
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1t wasinteresting zathering information on
all our representatives. The Web site I discov-
ered, wwwncleg.net, listed their names. ad-
dresses, party atfiliati terms inoffice, dis-
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There were so many towns and counties that
I had never heard of before. Many of us link
North Carolina with only Charlotte and
Haleigh, and we tend to forget about the rest of
this wonderful state, myself ruefully includ-
ed. But our legislators represent places such
as Ahoskie, Mars Hill, Wagram, Spring Lake,
Angler, Hampsatead, Farmville, Pink Hill,
Pinetops and places somewhere in North Car-
olina that sound so inviting: Spruce Pine and
Emerald Isle

What was even more surprising was the va-
riety of occupations our legislators have or
had before they were elected. There is the usu-
al high number of attorneys, but there are al-
s0 builders, appraisers, small business owrn-
ers, dentists, doctors, realtors, bankers, and
accountants, There's a cattle farmer, retired
sheriff, funeral director and a physician's as-
sistant. Bducators play a big part, too, since
there are many retived teachers and a princi-
pal. & radio station owner, nEWSpaper owWner,
librarian and a few insurance agents round
ouf the list, and there's even a minister or two,
Threelegislators are homemakers and one de-
scribed herself as a “stay-athome mom.”

1 find this so fascinating since in New York,
where [ originated, politics was usually left to
the financially well off or to the candidate
with a cousin named Vito. T remember way
back in the 1980's, [ was asked to run against
an incumbent who was a dashing, distin-
guished Italian gentleman, & member of the
Holy Name Society and the president of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars. Needless to say, [
gracefully bowed out knowing that not only
didn't T have a prayver at being elected, but my
mother playved bingeo in the VEW hall, and T
didn’t want to do anything to jeopardize her
chances at winning the jackpot.

However, it's so refreshing to see such a vari-
ety of people serving in our government, At
times, it's a thankless job and the old adage
“you can't please everyone” certainly must be
plastered on a few of those representatives’ of-
fice walls or at least in their mindsets. But I'm
sure it's also rewarding to know that you can
help shape the future of where you live and
that you have the ability to help people who
come to you for assistance,
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That's really what government is all about -
not the pomp and circumstance of fancy inau-
gurations or dress balls, but the rolling up of |
one’s shirtsleeves and digging into a pile of .
laws currently before the legislature knowing |
thal your vote really does count. |

50, please think seriously about joining ,
whatever political party that interests you |
now and don’t wait for election time. It can be
very exciting to get involved with what's going
on in our town and the towns around us. And
remember that no matter what walls of 1ife
you come from, you may just find a ballot with ‘
your name on it at election time.

PEG DEMARCO s a local columnist for The News
Herald.



